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MAYOR’S FOREWORD 

THE CIVIL DEFENCE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GROUP PLAN is now active and 
by all accounts it has been well received. Planning is the most crucial tool in 
the success of any activity - even more so in those that happen infrequently.  
 
I take this opportunity to thank the ‘team’ for putting this plan together for all of 
us.  It has been achieved with minimal resources but is still able to provide a 
valuable resource for planning, dealing with and recovering from emergencies.  
 
I can say that the Plan should give us more confidence that the Group will be 
able to cope with an emergency BUT the overall success still depends on the 
majority of the public being prepared and able to cope without assistance. 
 
I have every confidence in our staff and trained Civil Defence coordinators in 
our region, that all our planning and training will lessen the trauma in case of an 
emergency. Our community volunteer team certainly adds huge community 
contribution to ensure that our communities are safer. 
 
Our team has experience with Cyclone Bola, the 2007 earthquake and the 
close calls we have had since.  This has meant that the team that developed 
the Plan has reality based knowledge and experience behind them when 
preparing the Civil Defence Emergency Group Management Plan.  
 
However we should not be complacent as the impact of any event can still 
provide the unknown and in reality Bola was a small emergency. 
 
We have a good group of Civil Defence volunteers (Community Link) ready to 
provide leadership in an emergency, a good communication infrastructure 
ready to communicate with the ete parts of our region and our Council will 
continue to provided funds to ensure that a reasonable level of preparedness is 
maintained and a response structure is in place. 
 

As long as communities prepare to a credible level and ‘organisational’ 
support is maintained we should be able to cope with the majority of disasters 
that the region can expect. 

 
              Kia ora 

 

Meng Foon 
Mayor 
GISBORNE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
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