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1

SCOPE

This Specification for Service Maintenance Operations and New Service Installations
within Road Reserve (hereafter referred to as the "Specification”), covers the planning,
management and execution of any maintenance or repair work of existing services or any
new installations, both underground and aboveground including roadside service
structures, within the road reserve.

- The aim of the requirements of this Specification is to achieve the minimum disruption’
- and disturbance to roadusers and adjacent property occupiers during the work, to ensure.

that a neat and tidy, well constructed and compacted reinstatement is.achieved that does
not settle, deform or otherwise deteriorate over time, and to protect the assets of the Road.
Controlling Authority. In addition, to ensure that the disturbance to the surrounding
pavement caused by maintenance or installation operations is kept to a minimum.

To achieve this the Service Owner or his Contractor shall :

a) Carry out adequate forward planning and liaison with.other service owners to
_ensure the minimum possible disturbance to:the road reserve.. This shall include
formally contacting the owners of other services, and advising them of the work.
Any reasonable requirements that other service owners may impose for the
protection of their equipment and plant, or to:facilitate the.installation of any
additional services.that another service owner may.wish to.install, shall be met. -

'b)  Carry out full and appropriate traffic management to ensure adequate traffic

~ control and provide a safe operating environment for the Contractor's employees
and roadusers (including pedestrians).

) Ensure that all materials used meet specified criteria and that sound construction
techniques including compaction as agreed in the approved Quality Plan are
- adopted, to ensure.that the long term performance criteria are met.

d) Ensure that the site is reinstated to its original condition, that all surplus material
is removed from site, especially loose chip, and that the final surfacing is
waterproof and meets the required skid resistance for the pavement.

DEFINITIONS
The following definitions apply to this Specification:

Road Controlling Authority - the Local Authority, Territorial Authority, Transit NZ, or
other organisation or owner responsible for the length of road or state highway.

Service Owner - the network operator or owner of the service eg. Telecom, Clear, Enerco
Gas Co., Power Authority, DOSLI, Local or Territorial Authority or other person
responsible for on-going maintenance or operation of the service, applying for the
Consent for Works Within Road Reserve.

Contractor - the operator nominated by the Service Owner to undertake the physical
works and who is recognised by the Road Controlling Authority as being experienced in
the nature of the work being undertaken.
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Seéling Contractor - the operator nominated by the Service Owner to undertake the final
surfacing.

Major Works - Any work carried out by a Service Owner on a road reserve that does not
~ come within the definition of Minor Works. Major works include work which disturbs
the traffic lanes, and all longitudinal trenching. :

- Minor Works - Any work of a minor nature carried out by a Service Owner within the

- berm, footpath, or carriageway outside the traffic lanes, but excluding all longitudinal
trenching or work in specific areas that may be defined in the.Special Conditions-issued
with the Minor Works Consent.

Incidental Works - Any minor work which ‘does not disturb-the surface of the
carriageway, surface of a footpath, nor impede traffic flow.

Carriageway - that part of the road devoted particularly to the use of travelling vehicles, .
.. inclusive of shoulders, parking areas and.cycle lanes. :

. Traffic Lanes - that portion of the carriageway along which vehicles travel under normal
traffic flow.

- Road - the limits of the road bounded by:the legal road boundaries: irrespective of the
position of the adjacent fence lines.

~ Engineer - person(s) nominated by.the road controlling authority to.liaise and observe
the work. Where considered necessary the Engineer may test the work for compliance
with the performance criteria.

Maintenance Period - the period of time that the Service Owner is responsible for the
work meeting the long term performance criteria such as shape, density etc.

Working Day - A calendar day not including Saturday, Sunday or Public Holiday or the
period from the 24th Dec to 5th Jan inclusive.

Normal Working Hours - The hours the Road Controlling Authority or Engineer's Office
is open. '
Quality Plan - defined in Section 8.

3 CONSENT FOR WORKS

3.1 Minor Works

Consent for this type of work may be given to the Service Owner by the Road Controlling
Authority upon application, for a designated period of time. The application shall be
accompanied with a non-site-specific Quality Plan and Traffic Management Plan. The
Notice of Consent will be issued subject to this Specification and any universal Specific
Conditions the Road Controlling Authority may require.

The Road Controlling Authority reserves the right to withdraw a Minor Works Consent
if the Service Owner is not complying with the requirements of the Consent.
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For every minor work, that is not incidental work, a fully completed Notification of Minor
or Emergency Works form shall be forwarded to the Road Controlling Authority or
nominated Engineer at least 48 hours prior to the proposed start.

3.2 Major Works

A fully completed Application for Consent for Works shall be forwarded to the Road

Controlling Authority at least 15 working days prior to the proposed start date for

approval The application will not be accepted until all necessary information required

for processing is submitted. If in processing the application, the Road Controlling

Authority requires further information the 15 working day: period shall be extended by
- the time taken to submit the additional information.

The Notice of Consent will be issued subject to this Specification and any Specific
Conditions the Road Controlling Authority may require. If the works as proposed is not
approved for any reason, the Service Owner will be notified as soon as possible in writing
and the reasons given. :

Specifications, manuals or publications referred to in the Standard Conditions shall be the
latest version available on the date that the Notice of the Consent is issued. These may
- be obtained on request from the Road Controlling Authority.

3.3  Location of Proposed Services

- Unless approved otherwise, services shall be installed in the standard alignment within
the approved service corridor. For State Highways this is as close to the road reserve
boundary as possible. No Consent will be issued until the final alignment has been

~ agreed.

Full details of the position of all power poles, service equipment, ground installations etc
..shall be submitted with the application.for Consent for Works. If required, the positions
of all poles shall be set out on the ground and approved by the Engineer. '
Where the proposed location of the service is considered to be hazardous for Road Safety
reasons, the Service Owner may be instructed to underground or relocate the service.

4 EMERGENCY WORK

The Service owner has the right to undertake emergency repairs to the service. When any
such work occurs during normal working hours the Road Controlling Authority shall be

notified without delay.

Should emergency work occur outside normal working hours, then notification shall be
made the following working day. Following all emergency work the Service Owner shall
forward a Notification of Minor or Emergency Work form within five working days.

5 DISCLAIMER

The repair of any damage to a service, its associated ducting and fittings installed in
accordance with the terms of this Consent which results from a highway accident,
flooding, earthquake or any other cause beyond the Road Controlling Authorities control
will be the responsibility of, and at the full cost of, the Service Owner. .
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Where a service is laid with less cover than that stated in the Special Conditions the Road
Controlling Authority will accept no responsibility for, or cost of, repair or relocation of
the service if damaged or likely to be damaged through its operations.

- At no time during the excavation and reinstatement of the trench shall the Engineer or
the Engineers representative, act or be deemed to act, in any manner whatsoever, for or
on behalf of the Service Owner so as to relieve the Service Owner in any way from its
responsibilities.

- No inspection or interim approval of the works, or any part thereof, made or.given by the
Engineer or the Engineer’s representative, during the execution of.the works, and prior
to the final acceptance of the works at the end of the maintenance period, in accordance
with the terms hereof shall relieve or release the Service Owner in any way of its
responsibility indicated above.

6 . CONTRACTORS RESPONSIBILITIES
6.1 Legal Requirements

“ The Contractor shall take all sufficient precautions for the safety of the public and traffic

- .and workmen employed on or near any.road and shall comply.in full with the Health and

Safely in Employment Act 1992 and its amendments.” The Contractor shall take all
reasonable precautions to safeguard the public while undertaking the work.

6.2 Traffic Management Plan

The Contractor shall prepare a traffic management plan and submit it with the
Application for Consent.

. ... The plan shall ensure that the disturbance to.roadusers is kept to an absolute minimum,
and shall take into consideration the periods of maximum traffic or pedestrian flows, and
shall indicate the level of traffic control proposed and details of any proposed detour or

bypass.

If considered necessary, a temporary road closure and detour may be permitted. The
details shall include the anticipated length of time the road will be closed, and the signs
and barricades to be used for traffic control and any details relating to the layout of any

proposed bypass.

Any additional requirements that-the Road Controlling Authority may consider necessary
will be identified in the Special Conditions, and combined with the details submitted form
the approved traffic management plan. The Contractor shall comply with all aspects of
the approved plan. '

Traffic control and warning signs etc. are to be erected and maintained in accordance with
the manual "Working On The Road : A Handbook For Temporary Traffic Control And
Safety At Roadworks Sites'. If traffic.control by flagmen is required, ST OP/GO paddles
shall be used as described in the above manual

The use of drums as traffic control devices is not permitted on State Highways.
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6.3 Public Relations

The Service Owner shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that all affected property or
occupiers and public transport operators are notified of the effect that the work will have
on them, the proposed time frame and the contact person and telephone number(s) (day
and night), should they have any problems. -~ -

The Contractor shall advise the Road Controlling Authority, Police, New Zealand Fire
Service, St John's Ambulance Association and the Automobile Association where the road
will be blocked completely at any stage; or where traffic flow . will be subject to significant
delay.

The Contractor may not delay traffic for individual periods-longer than five minutes.
Where delays longer than this are proposed the Service Owner shall apply to the Road
Controlling Authority for a Road Closure. The issuing of a Consent in no way permits
a Service Owner to block or close the road.

6.4 Public Safety

When public safety is compromised as a direct consequence of the work; either during
the work itself or the maintenance period, the Road Controlling Authority will require
the Service Owner to take all reasonable measures to.remedy. the situation.. If any

* reasonable request is not complied with the Road Controlling Authority reserves the right .
to make safe, make good, or stop the work, or otherwise arrange for temporary
emergency repairs to be carried out and charge the Service Owner.

6.5 Notifications

Where the Service Owner or their Contactor is required to notify the Engineer or Road
Controlling Authority, notice shall be given to the respective Engineer or Road
Controlling Authorities office during normal working hours of a working day.

The Service Owner shall give at least 24 hours notification of any change to the proposed
start date. Where this affects the Road Controlling Authorities, or the Public's interests
in the work, the Consent may be modified or revoked.

7 PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
The Service Owner shall ensure that the Road Controlling Authority is indemnified

against any claims, proceedings, damages and expenses arising out of the maintenance
and execution of any work associated with this Consent for Works. The minimum Public

Liability Insurance Cover shall be $ 2,000,000.00.

8 QUALITY PLAN

The Contractor shall submit to the Engineer for approval, a Quality Plan identifying the
proposed method of operations, and a schedule of all testing to be carried out by the
Contractor to ensure that the performance criteria are met.

The Quality Plan shall incorporate at least the following aspects:

5
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11

° The methods of testing and recording results

] The programme of regular sampling on a pre-selected statistical basis of backfill
material, binder, chip etc.

o Specific methods to be used to check the quality of work carried out

The Contractor has the responsibility of all sampling and testing of materials to determine
acceptability for inclusion in the work.

A certificate from a reputable supplier will be accepted as prima facia evidence that the
materials comply with the required specification.

In addition the Contractor shall test to ensure that the construction requirements, such
as shape, density, bitumen application rates etc are met. Records of all testing shall be
kept and shall be made available to the Engineer upon request.

If considered necessary because of conditions at the site the Engineer may require
_ additional testing to that stated in the Quality Plan be carried out at the Service Owners

expense.

No work may commence until the Contractor has an approved Quality. Plan. Once
approved, a copy of the Quality Plan shall be held on-site at all times, and available for
inspection by the Engineer on request.

HEAVILY TRAFFICKED AREAS

Where required to limit the disturbance during periods of high vehicular or pedestrian
traffic no work shall be carried out during the periods defined in the Special Conditions.

For these sites the method of excavation and installation shall be such that two way traffic

flow is maintained wherever practical whilst undertaking the work. Single lane traffic

flow may be permitted elsewhere provided adequate traffic management is in place. A
minimum trafficable lane of 3.5m shall be maintained at all times.

PROTECTION OF PROPERTY, ROADSIDE FURNITURE AND EXISTING SERVICES

The cost of repair, replacement or reinstatement of any disturbance or damage to
roadway, other services, berms, fences, retaining walls, poles marker posts, sign posts or
other structures or property shall be borne by the Service Owner.

The location and orientation of any marker posts, signs or other traffic safety device
removed to facilitate the Contractors operations must be noted and unless superseded by
other temporary traffic control devices, they shall be reinstated in those locations at the
end of each day's work. All permanent signs or roadside furniture shall be fully
reinstated at the end of the work. Marker post installation shall be in accordance with
TNZ P/15, in particular with regard to orientation, height and embedment length.

PARKING AND STORAGE OF PLANT, EQUIPMENT

Parking of plant must comply with all Traffic Regulations and Restrictions and unless

6






