
Tank is filled with plastic 
media designed to have 
a large surface area and 
lots of air space.

Milliscreened wastewater pumped 
to top of  tank.

Treated water is pumped to Stanley Road 
and then to sea via 1.8km outfall. 

The second stage of the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant is scheduled for 2012-2014. This will see 
treated water from the BTF plant flow into 
clarifiers for further processing. Cells will settle 
before being removed as sludge.

Bacteria 
eventually die, fall 
off media surface  
and flow out. 

Air flows naturally 
through media

The Biological Trickling Filter process

Wastewater trickles over tank

Friendly bugs 
catch and 
convert waste to 
food.

Bugs grow 
on surface 
of media like 
slime on river 
stones.

Rotating arms trickle 
effluent over tank 
surface.


