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Referral Documents: Report 12/496 Maintenance of Cattle Stops on Council Roads (n268965) 

Purpose 
Gisborne District Council wishes to provide a consistent approach to the installation and 
maintenance of cattle stops on Council controlled roads within the Gisborne District. 

Background 
Cattle stops have traditionally been installed by farmers on public roads.  This has enabled 
them to better utilise their farms and reduce the need to fence stretches of boundary 
adjacent to the roadway.  The farmers have also been responsible for the maintenance of 
the cattle stops as they benefit from the structures. 

Over recent years there has been a significant increase in forestry vehicles, and logging 
trucks in particular, that are causing considerable maintenance of some cattle stops.  This is 
both in the form of infilling of the cattle stops with debris and damage to the structures.  
Although there have been attempts to get a shared approach to the maintenance of the 
cattle stops, the parties have different views. 

To resolve this, Council formally requested that staff develop a policy with the principle that 
the Council take responsibility for the maintenance of cattle stops on Council roads for 
approval by the Operations Committee with regard to current policy of installation. 

Policy 

Approval Process 

Gates and cattle stops may be placed across roads under section 344 of the Local 
Government Act.  Therefore, a person requiring a cattle stop will need to fill out an 
application form.  http://www.gdc.govt.nz/assets/Files/Application-Forms/Roading/FORM-
Gate-or-Cattle-Stop-across-a-Road.pdf 
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Cattle Stop Design 

If the application is successful, then only Council approved cattle stops can be installed.  The 
design will need to provide: 

• Heavy duty loadings to Class 1 vehicles and the impact from present or future forestry 
operations. 

• Ease of maintenance – many existing cattle stop pipes are welded together as a single 
unit and require either a digger to lift this unit to clean the cavity or have to be manually 
cleaned using a handheld trough that can fit through the cattle stop spacings.  A 
Council approved design should have the ability to remove each individual pipe. 

• A minimum width of 4.5m to accommodate the increasing size of trucks. 

The installation will need to be carried out by a Council approved contractor (e.g. Council’s 
local roading contractor) or cattle stop supplier 

Examples of pre approved designs are attached. 

Financial Responsibility 

The permit holder will be responsible for all costs relating to: 

• the permit process 
• the purchase and installation of the cattle stop and any future replacements 
• the maintenance of any gates and or fences attached to the cattle stop 

The Council will be responsible for maintaining the cavity and the rail or bars of each cattle 
stop.  It should be noted that Council will have the final decision in regards to whether the 
cattle stop requires replacing.  For instance, if the cattle stop has clearly been neglected, 
Council is not financially responsible in bringing this up to a new standard. 

Application 
This policy applies to all cattle stops on Council controlled roads in the Gisborne District. 
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