


without the same level of consideration afforded to other parts
of the community.

The reason for making my submissions are (briefly describe
the reasons for your views):

o (6.9) states: The primary purpose of the Consequential Food
Risk Assessment is to evaluate the consequential adverse flood
effects (disbenefits) of the proposed stopbank for locations
outside
of its immediate protected 'benefit area'.

o Despite this, at a hui with those of us who live at Takipū, GDC
confirmed that assessment of flood protection for Matawai
Road near Takipū would not be carried out due to funding
restrictions.

o Funding constraints is not a determination that protection is
unnecessary. With regard to the Takipū area financial
considerations have taken precedence over evaluating the
safety, wellbeing and
cultural values of the Takipū community.

o Our collective connection to Takipū is founded on whakapapa,
ahi kā and kaitiakitanga.

o Our whenua is known as Ruangārehu, the fire pits of our
tupuna Mahaki. We are their living embers - the ahi kā - whose
enduring presence keeps the fires of whakapapa and belonging
alive.

o Flood management decisions affect our whenua and
everything that makes us uniquely who we are, and who our
mokopuna and those beyond, are destined to be.

o Changes to the natural movement of water diminishes the
mauri of whenua which impacts directly on tangata whenua
wellbeing.

o Flood protection decisions that leave our whenua vulnerable,
will compromise relationships between the whenua, our
mokopuna and future generations.

o He oranga whenua, he oranga wairua, he oranga whakapapa

o Takipū Marae has long served the wider community. As an
evacuation centre during Cyclone Bola, it was a place of refuge
and resilience.

o The loss of this function following Cyclone Gabrielle
represents a significant cultural and community loss.

o The consequent proposed relocation of Takipū Marae is a
reluctant response to future flood risk.

o Despite relocation of Takipū Marae, our whānau will continue
to develop our papakainga nearby.

o We seek to do this with the same level of protection to be
given to the Te Karaka township. We are people of Te Karaka
too.

o Extreme weather alone does not explain the scale of
devastation caused by Cyclone Gabrielle, it was exacerbated by
human decisions.




